On recession, tolerance, diversity, violence, crime, good and evil.

In difficult times there are always selfish, ignorant and angry people who want to blame others for their troubles. There are always dangerous, greedy people who will exploit these fears and legitimate fears and anxieties. It is important that decent, generous, human beings speak out and act in a way that shows the generosity of spirit, that shows men and women striving to improve the World in which they live, and where decent people help those less fortunate than themselves if they are able. Good will triumph over evil but in difficult times ordinary good people need to celebrate difference and diversity rather than letting those angry stupid people make the World a darker crueller place by attacking difference.
Tolerance, stopping violence and rehabilitation.

When people have real problems elsewhere in the World and here, any work that can get yobs and thugs to respect difference and increase tolerance and understanding is worthwhile. I am particularly thinking of the work of the Sophie Lancaster Foundation. The work of the Peace Centre in Warrington, the dignity of the family of Rhys Jones, of Jimmy Mizen, of Anthony Walker and many others shows how the human spirit can really improve all of us. Those who kill and destroy lives with knives or guns or other violence need to understand that violence is wrong and that there are consequences that will destroy their lives. As a ‘cultural Catholic’ I believe in redemption but society needs to show people with no decent values that mindless violence is wrong. That vandalism and thieving and robbing are wrong, that these acts are not fun or have no consequences but have real negative effects on actual people. There has to be first and foremost education, there has to be deterrence, and consequences have to include punishment that matches the harm - that reforms and rehabilitates and incapacitates the worst offenders.
People can improve, people can change their lives and choose to do good but while many decent people will struggle through difficult times they need to see that those who take off and who harm others incur consequences through the authorities. Those who rob a bike or a phone thinking it is just an easy lifting of property for cash, those who smash off wing mirrors or smash windows just thinking it is a laugh may just need education as to the fact what they are doing has an impact. They may be worthless individuals with no moral or social values with little hope of redemption. They may move from mindless ‘minor’ crime to showing other contempt for their fellow people like robbery and violence. These people may still be averted from self-destruction, rehabilitated and redeem themselves. In a recession the more people that can be put on the right side the better. Decent people need help, though, and harsh punitive measures may be needed against those who damage society. There is nothing wrong with forcing those who damage society to help repair society and the costs they have caused. I believe in second chances, I believe except for the worst crimes that everyone should have a second chance; everyone should have a chance to put right their mistakes. It is a chance not a free ride.
Politicians must work together and act responsibly.

In these days when people are worried politicians need to show that they are listening to people’s concerns. People are understandably anxious, often with irrational fears. Politicians have to show that they are taking these concerns seriously even if that means clearly and calmly explaining why people are wrong and correcting the irresponsibility of the popular media. Much of the time now the political parties must work together. In Britain there is much that the Labour Government are doing that is right. There are many criticisms that the Liberal Democrats and Conservatives are making that are true but more that are just party political bickering that should stop. Times are too serious for that and the public cynical enough without politicians playing to that. At the same time some of the policies being put forward by the Liberal Democrats and Conservatives are right and the Government should listen to them. These are not times for disagreement for disagreements sake. The parties are saying many of the same things and should get on with the job of helping people here and helping stability in the rest of the World in these difficult times. But that does not mean they should present a common face to the people. Politicians have to represent people as well as encourage them to higher aspirations and some of the public will turn to rabble rousers if they see those in charge just all agreeing and not representing their concerns.
‘ITSEEMSIMPOSSIBLE’ that people are using the Holocaust to promote political points.

I have been shocked and disappointed that people have used the unthinkable evil of the Holocaust to promote hate. That people could use Nazi mass murder of the Holocaust to exploit religious hatred may show that there are evil people who have no place in a civilised rational and enlightened world. It may be black and white simply like that. Maybe they do not realise how stupid they are being. May be they do not understand that their action can help create a World riven by violence and hate. Maybe they do not understand that they are being used by people who wish for violence and hate rather than peace and progress. But people make a choice and those who choose to do wrong must be defeated by those who are working for a better World, for better communities and societies, for peace and progress. As alarming that there are such useless people is that educated otherwise sensible people are taken in and spread the propaganda. Two modern sensible educated people within days sent me the same clever, shocking, apparently rightfully alarming Powerpoint about the Holocaust. An animation that reminds everyone that the horrors of mass murder by the Nazis must never be forgotten. A powerful message that is twisted by warped minds to promote hatred of Muslims. A Powerpoint file called "ITSEEMSIMPOSSIBLE.pps" that includes shocking important images of the Holocaust and a powerful quote attributed to General Dwight Eisenhower. Sometimes sent under the email subject ‘Upsetting but necessary’. It shocks us with the mass murder of the concentration camps and then goes on to say that teaching about the holocaust has been banned in Britain for fear of upsetting Muslims. This is not true. The Holocaust is taught prominently in British schools and teaching about the Holocaust is an important part of many lessons. That is teaching about all the victims of the concentration camps – German political opponents of the Nazis, Christians, trade unionists, homosexuals, gypsies, Jews and others. (There is lots of good information on the official Government department website).
The fake internet statement says:

“Recently ‘the United Kingdom’ erased the Holocaust from the British school curriculum because it offended ‘the Muslim population beliefs’ [bad grammar there from the idiots] that the Holocaust never took place. Yes, the United Kingdom.”

Teaching about the holocaust has not been banned in Britain and the statement in the "ITSEEMSIMPOSSIBLE.pps" is a made up untrue lie. Completely.
Why was this done? It was clearly only done to provoke hostility, mistrust and misunderstanding between races. The person or persons who have done this are dangerous anti-society, anti-social losers. The extermination of anyone they disliked by the Nazis is a lesson in how evil must be and was defeated. Those who want to use it to promote anti-Islamic thinking will also be a dead end in history. Is it white right wing extremists? Is it anti-arab black zealots? Is it Jewish extremists wanting to promote tension or so-called ‘Muslim’ extremists who want to play at being the victim to promote anger in their support? I do not know. It could be any of these groups. It is people pretending to be liberal who are promoting hostility for political ends. Thinking people should not so readily be suckered in to promoting obvious rubbish. I am alarmed that an internet search revealed no official British Department for Children, Schools and Families correction of this nonsense. At first I thought either they have not spotted an obvious hate message on the internet or that maybe the officials thought no correction is needed to such rubbish. 
I was wrong. When I checked specifically on the Department for Children, Schools and Families website I was pleased that they had refuted this lie: “we are absolutely clear that teaching of the Holocaust is already compulsory in schools”. However this needs to be done more prominently. I post the official notices below. These are from April 2007 and August 2008 and yet I was sent this inflammatory nonsense in November 2008. The lie needs to be answered hard: urgently, prominently, and through internet channels before it becomes a fully fledged urban myth. Those who created it should be found and prosecuted. There are a lot of self-absorbed mal-adjusted internet nerds out there who create viruses rather than using their talents to do great work, they don’t have the imagination and vision for it. There must be many more of imagination and vision who could track down these creators and put them off line permanently. It might make a good schools’ ICT project in fact.
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/news/?id=1299 (full text below).
Why terrorists cannot defeat a democracy and the military do not alone defeat terrorists.

The fake ‘urgent call’ attacks Iran, whose authorities are intolerant, nasty, oppressive bigots. However one cannot blame or tarnish a whole country and the creators of the file fail to understand the basic tenet that dialogue is needed with more reasonable people, as well as opposition to extremists. They may think their action is opposing extremists but in spreading untrue propaganda they help irrational debate. Tarring a whole country leads to the nonsense of a USA Government boycott of Cuba for 50 years when dialogue and trade might have helped improvements in that country and others in the region. (A ray of hope now that Barack Obama appears to see this). It is the same intransigence and blindness to history that sees Eta terrorists bombing the media in Bilbao. A group of terrorists can’t understand that no violent organisation without popular support can overturn a democracy. That cultural ideas do not win people over by bombing but by ideas. The same blindness to history – a mistake unforgiveable in the Middle East that sees Israeli politicians and the military ignore in Gaza that no military operation has ever defeated a terrorist campaign and that mass punitive action against civilians has only ever increased support for those who use violence. Only a political solution has ever ended terrorist campaigns in the long run.
Cultural and generation clashes, intolerance and ignorance of the lessons of history.

The best writing about different cultures in a country, understanding and misunderstanding, how tolerance and hope can be replaced by despair and extremism is a play by Tariq Ali and Howard Brenton, Iranian Nights. Written at the time of the persecution of Salman Rushdie, Tariq Ali and Howard Brenton’s play should have been read by every Government Minister and military strategist after September 11 2001 and is just as relevant today. I hope that Iranian Nights will be revived. It explains how second generation immigrants from the Indian sub-continent can feel. How their parents’ dreams of advancing themselves and their children, how a desire for integration among children can turn to insularity and extreme views if people feel under threat. There can also be the romantic attachment to national or ethnic causes that inspire second generation or mixed-ethnicity / nationality children. This is exactly the same as the situation that second generation Irish people, many waves of Irish immigrants over more than two hundred years have found themselves in. People who often aren’t accepted by first generation Irish people as Irish but often don’t feel ‘English’ or ‘British’. That disassociated state can be problematic for one’s own sense of identity and place. Some years ago in Bristol I saw an excellent one-woman play on this theme that really showed understanding for me into how I felt at that time.
It is interesting that there are far more people in Britain who identify themselves as Irish, many second generation, than who ticked the new ‘White Irish’ box on the last UK census. It is a paradox. There has been some great work in Liverpool recently (as part of European Capitical of Culture 2008) promoting inter-culturalism as an advancement on multiculturalism. Sir Bob Scott explained: “We need inter-culturalism that develops respect for other cultures - living cultures talking to each other.” (1 May 2008) http://interculturalcities.wordpress.com/tag/intercultural-cities/

Merseyside black history month group and the Liverpool Irish Festival put on a significant joint event "Similarities And Differences" promoting the history and cultures via dance and music of the two communities. (30 October 2008). The Institute of Irish Studies and Department of Sociology at the University of Liverpool in July 2008 hosted an international conference on Diasporic Experiences, Past & Present, including examples of Irish, Polish, Cuban and African migrations. People of different nationalities, ethnicity, races, religions, cultures have much in common as human beings.

There is a need to avoid making mistakes that alienate specific communities – such as internment in Northern Ireland or Guantanamo Bay in breach of all norms of justice. Truth also needs to counter extremist propaganda. A dangerous lie is that the British Government is anti-Muslim or anti-Islam. I am an opponent of the Labour Government and many of their policies but it is true that the Government have taken much action to help and protect Muslims. Support in Bosnia; intervention in Kosovo; clearing out the intolerant and un-Islamic Taliban fanatics in Afghanistan; the toppling of Saddam Hussein who persecuted the Shia and the Kurds these are all acts with no direct benefit to Britain that in part helped or were aimed to help largely Muslim populations. (Muslim populations that were persecuted in former Yugoslavia regardless of any religious identification by themselves, just as with Jews by the Nazis). I opposed an irresponsible and dishonest war in Iraq but if Tony Blair had been honest that his aim was to topple Saddam Hussein I would have been more sympathetic. It is a lie that the British Government is anti-Muslim or any other religious group and such propaganda should be strongly countered by facts.
The British Government is not anti-Muslim or anti-Islam has taken much action to help and protect Muslims, both abroad and by legislation in this country. Some of that may prove to be misguided – promoting religious hatred legislation may impinge on free speech if inflexibly applied – but one aim of doing so was certainly to protect minority Muslim communities.

Propaganda can feed romantic nationalism or teenage fervour; that emphasises national, racial, religious or political difference rather than tolerance, cultural and social progress. The Government showing that it is principled must be a start that our Labour Government has all too often overlooked.
That the British Government could not see in 2001 the lessons from the experience of Britain in Ireland and the Irish in Britain, let alone the lessons of past ventures in Mesopotamia, Palestine, Afghanistan and Basra shows an appallingly reckless disregard for history. That the Israeli authorities are showing it now leads me only to hope that good citizens will remember the wisdom of Yitzak Rabin who made peace from a position of strength.
There are people who do good work – philanthropists, politicians, rich and poor, it may be you or I.

There are still men and women who do good deeds, there are rich and poor who decide to do good rather than bad. People have a choice what to do with their lives, they can live and let live, they can try and improve their lives, they can help other people, they can do good or bad. It seems to have become fashionable, among those who do nothing and among the media, to pillory benefactors. (Particularly if they give money to the Labour Party and yet they may also be good people). There is a lot of jealousy and envy of people who are successful. But there are philanthropists still – Bill Gates Melinda Gates could have decided to simply indulge themselves or to do wrong but they have spent millions doing good work helping other people. Their investment in tackling tropical diseases for example. There are rich people who take risks and back unpopular causes. I don’t agree with the stunt by Plane Stupid protestors closing down Stansted Airport. I agree with their message but I don’t believe that annoying thousands of people is a clever way to win people over. I am impressed though by Mark Constantine the founder of Lush cosmetics putting his money in to supporting the protesters.
It should also be accepted that Governments in the West and countless ordinary people, rich and more not, have given and supported aid and charity work to help relieve and end poverty and continue to do so. It is one of the those problems of historical blindness that Government’s and bodies like the World Bank can give investment with one hand and support strategies or policies that hinder progress with another. The fact though there are well meaning people trying to help others even when progress has often been slow should be a matter of continued optimism.
These are good people who have been successful, there is nothing wrong with that, and who have decided to do useful things with money which they are under no obligation whatsoever to do. The scum who murdered Rhys Jones and Sophie Lancaster; the fools being used whose achievement in life is to mercilessly kill like cowards innocent people in Mumbai; the Robert Mugabes and President Karimovs who have destroyed their whole countries; the insane puppetmasters behind the insane suicide bombers of Iraq and elsewhere; the Vladimir Putins imprisoning a country in fictitious paranoia, all of these people have had a choice whether to do good or evil. The mindless violence of the Mumbai terrorist, the slaughter of civilians in Iraq or Congo, these are far different in degree but it is still a degree of difference in contempt for one’s fellow man. How serious, how large their crimes one cannot make excuses for them; they take responsibility themselves. So do those who are fellow travellers and apologists. The Burmese dictators, the thieving African tyrants, the greedy arms dealers, and small minded state apparatchiks whether Russian or Chinese or in the Middle East who persecute dissidents and minorities, the narrow minded Basque bomber who prefers to bomb rather than build – to fantasise of a state through the climax of killing, the Al-Qaeda wannabe who knows no lesson of religion or history, they will be forgotten or remembered as failures. The Mikhail Gorbachevs, the Nelson Mandelas, the John Humes, the Gandhis and Martin Luther Kings, the Aung San Suu Kyis and the Dalai Lamas, and Mother Theresas, the Jimmy Carters and Helen Suzmans, these will be remembered as men and women of peace with a vision of a better World who strove to achieve it. Those who chose greed and brutality will be dust blown away while good in humanity will still shine alongside Orion.
Kiron Reid. December 2008.

Official notices:

Teaching the Holocaust

Tuesday 17 April 2007

A statement from the DfES about teaching the Holocaust.

In response to a number of misleading reports currently circulating, the DfES is categorically stating that teaching of the Holocaust is compulsory in schools at Key Stage 3, and such is the importance of it, it will remain so in the new Key Stage 3 curriculum from September 2008.

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/news/?id=1299

There is also this notice prominent at the top of the History section:
History

Special notice: In response to a number of misleading reports we are absolutely clear that teaching of the Holocaust is already compulsory in schools at Key Stage 3 and such is the importance of it, it will remain so in the new Key Stage 3 curriculum from September 2008.

Teachers at all Key Stages will find guidance and resources for teaching history in this section. Further resources and website links can be found in useful links.

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/history/

12 August 2008.

Both links viewed at 2 January 2009.

Summary.
On recession, tolerance, diversity, violence, crime, good and evil.

I'd intended to write a short article welcoming work on increasing tolerance and highlighting the need for that work in the recession. Also pointing out that mindless thugs and hooligans appear to feel they have it hard while people have real difficulties with recession, losing or fear for their jobs, with terrorism and war and poverty abroad. And pointing out that there are good people who do good work which we should recall and be optimistic about. Instead this is a very long article that covers the following themes:

Tolerance, stopping violence and rehabilitation.

Politicians must work together and act responsibly.

‘ITSEEMSIMPOSSIBLE’ that people are using the Holocaust to promote political points.

Why terrorists cannot defeat a democracy and the military do not alone defeat terrorists.

Cultural and generation clashes, intolerance and ignorance of the lessons of history.

There are people who do good work – philanthropists, politicians, rich and poor, it may be you or I.

Two contrasting extracts:

"The best writing about different cultures in a country, understanding and misunderstanding, how tolerance and hope can be replaced by despair and extremism is a play by Tariq Ali and Howard Brenton, Iranian Nights. Written at the time of the persecution of Salman Rushdie, Tariq Ali and Howard Brenton’s play should have been read by every Government Minister and military strategist after September 11 2001 and is just as relevant today. I hope that Iranian Nights will be revived."

"The British Government is not anti-Muslim or anti-Islam has taken much action to help and protect Muslims, both abroad and by legislation in this country."

“There are few subjects which are so obscure to the man in the street as the workings of the City of London and of the enormous financial power .. concentrated there.”
The Bankers of London, Percy Arnold (The Hogarth Press, London, 1938) review copy 31 October 1938. From the Nicholas Willmott collection, Cardiff. Arnold gives a run down of the men who control each of the banks and financial institutions and big companies and how the companies are linked with each other, with the aristocracy, politicians, and men of wealth. The public could probably do with such knowledge today December 2008).
