Apologies for cross posting, some of you have had this before, but I think this merits a wider audience. As I said when I first saw this: I think as good as my favourite 'how to be a singer songwriter' guide by Tom Robinson … The 'Top Ten Myspace Tips for Musicians' should be on every aspiring or just starting band’s reading list
Tips from Pat Reid of Bristol music collective ‘the Great Admirers’. Kiron.
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Top Ten Myspace Tips for Musicians
By Pat Reid of The Great Admirers 

(A colleague asked me to compile this – hope some of you find it useful. All the best – Pat)
Since I set up a MySpace page for my band a little over a year ago, things have definitely started moving for us, and at least part of that has been down to MySpace. At first I found the set-up clunky and user-unfriendly, but soon I came to know and love (well, kind of) its many quirks and oddities. It can move extremely slowly, however, and sending messages via MySpace takes an age. Mostly, you use MySpace to make contact with someone, then you quickly switch to communication via phone and your regular email. Or even – Heavens forbid – by meeting up in real life and just having a chat. There were 55 million MySpace uses when I signed up - at the time of writing there are 163 million and rising. Most of these pages are a waste of space, the internet equivalent of garbage clogging up a ridiculously overstretched system. But that very garbage contains many precious gems in the form of people, venues and organisations that can help you and your music to grow and prosper.
Here are ten tips for getting the best out of the MySpace experience.
1. Network! This is the name of the game where MySpace is concerned. I find it particularly useful for getting gigs. Local venues post bulletins when they need bands at short notice and this can lead to juicy support slots as well as the goodwill of the venues themselves.
2. 'Pimp' your page to make it look cool, by all means. But remember that pages can be so full of stuff that some computers and connections can't handle them. Keep it simple and effective. Don't throw in everything and the kitchen sink – it obscures your message and generally doesn't reflect well on you.
3. Don't rush! Instant technology means that it's very easy to post your latest demo or a video of your band larking about in the studio. Think very carefully about whether this stuff is good enough quality to be given to the public. I recently deleted a Thames Valley band from my friends list after they posted a video that revealed them to be unlikeable imbeciles.
4. Kill your friends. As a general rule I will accept friend requests from pretty much anyone. But I have periodic culls where I delete large numbers of 'goofs', as they're termed in MySpace speak. Goofs can clog up your bulletin boards with trivia and impede your communications with more worthwhile friends. Show no mercy…
5. Be realistic. You can use software to send out thousands of automatic friend requests to MySpace users all over the world, but how many of these people are ever going to actually support you and your music? Far better to establish a network of mutual support with like-minded musicians – along with what will hopefully be your ever-expanding fanbase.
6. Keep it clean. MySpace will ban you for using pornographic images, but you can get away with some pretty extreme language and pictures on your page. So you need to think very hard about how far you go. You might end up disgusting as many people as you entertain, while peppering your content with four-letter words can just seem juvenile and unprofessional.
7. Be active. Post blogs and bulletins so friends can keep up to date with your activities. Learn the art of leaving comments so that you big up your friends while also subtly advertising your own wares to anyone else who reads the comment. Needless to say, beware of the other extreme – posting pointless announcements about every little thing you do.
8. Stay sane. You might have David Bowie, Nine Inch Nails and Alison Goldfrapp in your top friends, but don't kid yourselves they know you exist, or that their cool will magically attach itself to you. Likewise, if you fill up your friends list with strippers and porn stars, they aren't going to magically appear down the front at your gigs – and genuine female music fans may well be put off.
9. Beware of hackers. It's quite common to see a friend suddenly posting spam bulletins for dubious products and services. This generally means they've been 'Phished', and you need to alert them to it so they can change their password pronto. Hopefully they'll do the same for you.
10. Be a good MySpace citizen. To misquote John F Kennedy, "Ask not what your fellow musos can do for you – ask what you can do for your fellow musos". MySpacers are generally quick to spot a cold-hearted opportunist – far better to establish a crew of real friends and help each other out whenever possible. Just like real life, innit?
http://www.myspace.com/thegreatadmirers
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