Twelve things that you may not know about Ukraine.
1) There is a war on – a real war – but it is only in 10% of the country.

2) They have some traditions that seem old fashioned to us. The traditional Vyshyvanka shirt.
3) Universities are like the Universities in the UK in many ways

4) Shopping malls.
5) Coffee shops. Tea and coffee.

6) Cars and Roads.

7) Soviet, Russian, Ukrainian, European, modern. Cyrillic.

8) Communist symbols have been banned.
9) Typical and modern Ukrainian food might surprise you.
10) They really do drink vodka, but it is called Horilka in Ukrainian. And very good brandy.

11) Salaries and cost of living.

12) Ukraine is well worth visiting.
#1
Well you know a lot more about Ukraine now because of Eurovision.

I’ve lived in Ukraine for 6 months in the last three years, over five visits, to four regions and the capital. I worked as an election monitor (an international election observer) and as a volunteer visiting Professor at a University.
I’ve become a big fan of Ukraine and talk about it a lot, both the positives and the negatives, the things I like and the things I don’t like.
#2
Ukraine is very Soviet, but it is also modern. It has the golden domes of Kyiv but it also has a lot more to offer.
#3
1) There is a war on – a real war – but it is only in 10% of the country. The Russian forces and pro-Russian militants occupy about 5% of the country. This map shows Ukrainian reports of Russian positions.
#4
2) Some traditions may seem old fashioned to us. The traditional Vyshyvanka shirt is happily worn by younger Ukrainians on various national days. Available in male and female versions.

#5
3) Universities are like the Universities in the UK. Except still a very top down Communist system, there is less independent learning. The students are always engaged in some creative activity.

They do have Official Miss University talent contests which includes the girls parading in their swimwear. I missed the body building part of the male equivalent These events do cover a wide range of skills as well as style and have a huge following among the students.
#6
4) Shopping malls.
They have giant shopping malls – more in the University city I was in, that no one has heard of, than in Liverpool. Ukrainians have large supermarkets and small like us, with much of the same types of produce. But everything is in Cyrillic script which meant I often bought the wrong things.
#7
5) There is good tea and coffee everywhere.

They have more coffee shops than any similar sized British town or city. Even in this little town of Savran. 

#8
Of course a ship’s officer recently returned from Liverpool stopped me to give me directions.
#9
There is good leaf tea even in MacDonalds (This is the posh MacDonalds on Deribaskaya Street in Odessa).
 But regular teabags are generally terrible like on the continent.

#10
6) Cars and Roads.

You see every type of car modern expensive German and Japanese; Soviet cars in pristine condition; 4X4s with blacked out windows standard. Outside the cities the roads are terrible – very badly maintained since the USSR. Old Soviet cars do best on them.
#11
7) Soviet, Russian, Ukrainian, European, modern. Cyrillic.

Ukraine has all of these influences – it is Russian, Soviet, Eastern European / Central European in the West and Ukrainian.
#12
 Ukrainian national myths are being propagated. There are some extreme nationalists but very few.
#13
8) Communist symbols have been banned. More accurately the symbols of totalitarian ideologies have been banned. So the big Lenin statue from Zaporizhzhya has been removed last year.
#14
 I argued that they should keep it as it is great for tourists. Lenina Prospect (Lenin Avenue) is now Cathedral Avenue.

As here there are war memorials everywhere, from many different conflicts. The huge volumes of names on the World War II (Great Patriotic War) and Afghanistan monuments are sobering.
#15
9) Typical Ukrainian food and modern Ukrainian food might surprise you.
Borsch of course. Cabbage. Salads. Sausage. Cheese. Fish – cured, dried, or bought live in the supermarket. Pizza. Kebabs (schwarma and shashlik). Italian. There are many Sushi restaurants.
#16
Sour cream (smetana) is eaten with everything. Cured or dried fish is the typical snack with beer.

 Eating out is relatively expensive – parties are normally at home or picnics.
#17
10) They do drink vodka, called Horilka in Ukrainian.

The very good Ukrainian brandy is all called cognac.

The culture is that you don't drink alone and you always eat when you are drinking. They do have the tradition of many rounds of toasts 
#18
11) Salaries and cost of living.

The cost of living is about ¼ of here, but the salaries for comparable professionals (teachers, lecturers, police officers) are about 1/8 of the UK. Many people top up their income with two or three extra jobs.
#19
12) Ukraine is well worth visiting.

For us the crisis makes it very cheap to visit Ukraine, and there are cheap flights from London on British Airways or Ukrainian International Airways. And Ryanair has now started flights as well.
#20
As well as Kyiv I recommend Odessa (an internal flight transfer best or via Black Sea cruise) and Lviv – a 6 hour train journey from Kyiv or Poland.
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restaurant and promenading street.

